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FOR  CDR  U.S.  AFRICA  COMMAND 
E.O.  12958:  DECL : 5/18/2019 

TAGS:  OVIP  WWARD  PREL  PGOV  MARR  MASS  MCAP  KPKO  PINR 
AU-I , CD,  SU,  LY 

SUBJECT:  SCENESETTER  FOR  THE  VISIT  OF  GENERAL  WILLIAM  WARD  TO  LIBYA,  MAY  21  REF:  TRIPOLI  202  TRIPOLI  00000401  001.2  OF  003  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Gene 

1. (C)  Summary:  The  two  months  since  your  last  visit  to  Tripoli  have  been  marked  by  key  developments  in  the  U.S. -Libya  bilateral  relationship  ar 
MEETING  WITH  LEADER  MUAMMAR  AL-QADHAFI 

2. (S/NF)  Al-Qadhafi  is  a famously  mercurial  interlocutor:  his  comportment  ranges  from  quiet  and  difficult  to  engage  - he  will  sometimes  go  so  f 

3. (S/NF)  Al-Qadhafi  views  himself  as  a man  of  particular  historical  importance  and  has  long  sought  to  leverage  leadership  of  Libya  into  a more 

4. (S/NF)  In  public  remarks,  al-Qadhafi  excoriates  European  states  for  having  colonized  Africa  and  strongly  argues  against  external  interference 

5. (S/NF)  That  said,  Libya  recognizes  that  African  peacekeeping  and  regional  security  forces  are  poorly  trained  and  equipped  and  may  be  amenable 
AL-QADHAFI' S TENURE  AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  AFRICAN  UNION 

6. (S/NF)  Al-Qadhafi' s chairmanship  of  the  African  Union  represents  the  fulfillment  of  a long-term,  closely  held  personal  goal  and  coincides  wit 
MUSA  KUSA'S  EXPANDING  AFRICA  PORTFOLIO 

7. (S/NF)  Musa  Kusa  was  named  Foreign  Minister  just  before  your  last  visit,  and  was  dual-hatted  as  External  Security  Organization  (ESO)  chief  fc 

8. (S/NF)  Kusa  is  a key  mentor  for  Muatassim  and  served  as  his  "minder"  during  the  latter's  first  trip  to  the  U.S.  in  September  2007  to  attend  t 
MEETING  MUATASSIM  POST-WASHINGTON 

9. (S/NF)  Muatassim  visited  Washington  to  meet  high-level  representatives  from  State,  DoD,  DHS,  NSC  and  the  CIA  in  late  April.  His  talking  point 
SPECIFIC  ENGAGEMENT  OPPORTUNITIES:  STANDBY  & BORDER  FORCES 

10. (S/NF)  While  in  Washington,  Muatassim  again  demurred  when  pressed  on  Libya's  potential  membership  in  TSCTP.  He  argued  that  the  Tripoli-basec 
TECHNOLOGY  & WEAPONS  SALES  TO  LIBYA 

11. (S/NF)  Muatassim  raised  the  issue  of  the  eight  C-130s  in  Georgia  with  State's  Political-Military  (PM)  office.  PM  said  the  U.S.  would  look  fa 


